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Objective: To narrate the history of selected technologies paying attention to historical context and with a particular focus on the nature and scope of “risk” associated with technological innovation and development.
This phase involves looking at technological innovation from a historical perspective. With a particular focus on language skills associated with the practice of narration, we will also consider the relationships between history, context, and technology. 

	Phase / Milestone
2

	Oral presentation: Catastrophe! Narrate a techno-catastrophe situating the causal failures in their historical context. Key criteria are – Historical contextualization/Mastery of grammar relating to time, aspect, conditionality, causality/Relevance of content regarding the concept of risk in engineering/General presenting skills.

	Prerequisites (Initial and ongoing)


	Students should familiarize themselves with a historical timeline of technological invention & scientific discovery. There are various such timelines available which often show a different approach to scale and even to the time and place of certain inventions. Having a rich variety of (nonetheless trustworthy) sources will contribute to the success of the exercise.

	Language skills sought


	· Speaking about time: Past Tense/Perfect Aspect, Modals.
· Speaking conditionally/hypothetically: Conditionals – four different kinds.
· Narrating – how to deliver a clear and nuanced account of an event.
· Expressing causality.

	Activities and Learning Styles



	· Creating timeline(s) (active/dynamic - group interaction)
· What did not work and why – inventions that failed (active/inductive – group work - informal talks supported by slide shows)
· Writing paragraphs – (individual - narrative construction/general writing)
· Generally Active and Inductive style throughout involving students in interaction & group work 

	Application and assessment

	A. Paragraph 1 (Straight narrative)
B. Paragraph 2 (Hypothetical past speculation)
C. Informal Talk (Invention that failed) followed by Q&A
D. Formal Presentation (Techno-catastrophe) followed by Q&A

	Performance and evaluation: What the student is expected to do in order to show acquisition of language skills





	Writing (individual): 
Write two (separate) paragraphs with SEXI structure showing: 
(A) Use of appropriate tense and aspect for narration. 2/20 
(B) Use of hypothetical conditionals. 4/20

Speaking (group):
(C) Informal talk with slide show. 4/20
(D) Formal presentation with slide show.  8/20
Students should demonstrate clarity of diction but also of discourse. Students should also contextualize their topics and demonstrate a thorough understanding of their chosen topic. Style (linguistic, corporeal, visual) should be appropriate to the mode of delivery (formal/informal).  

Participation:
To make the class a success, the involvement and commitment of all students is necessary. 2/20

	
Resources

	*Class handout (with exercises and other resources).
*Various texts relating to historical theory (provided).
*Grammar and writing support.
*Library & Online sources for research.

	Teacher review of the outcomes achieved (Post module)
	Post-phase (at end of last lesson) Q&A 

	Associated Engineering Profile
	Ingénieurs de conception, 
Ingénieurs de R&D, 
Ingénieurs d’études, 
Ingénieurs-chercheurs, 
Ingénieurs chargés d’affaires,
Ingénieurs projets
Ingénieurs méthodes



